
2026 Audubon in Action Grant Cycle:
Overview and FAQs

Audubon seeks to support community and campus chapters by providing annual grant
opportunities for affiliated chapters. Your chapter must be in good standing (having
submitted your latest annual report) in order to qualify for these grant opportunities.
These grant programs are one of many ways that Audubon invests in the work of
chapters and prioritizes work that is rooted in advancing the shared goals outlined in
Flight Plan. Currently, these grants take two forms: Audubon in Action Grants and
Collaborative Grants.

Audubon in Action Grants
The goal of the Audubon in Action program is to provide financial support to chapters for
activities that significantly advance the milestones within Flight Plan, Audubon’s Five-
Year Strategic Plan.

Audubon in Action grants range from $5,000 to $15,000 to support Audubon chapters
as they grow their conservation, activism, volunteerism, and leadership development
work in communities across the flyways.

Level 1 - $5,000 – 9,999
Level 2 - $10,000 - 15,000

Very few Level 2 grants will be available this cycle, and we strongly encourage
applicants to pursue Level 1 grants, unless they have an exceptionally strong proposal
which requires additional funding.

As with all Audubon programs, a focus on Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging
(EDIB) is in line with Audubon's mission and is encouraged. Audubon in Action grants
are open to all accredited Audubon chapters, meaning you have completed your annual
report in a timely fashion.

These grants are highly competitive, and consultation with your state/regional office or
Audubon staff is strongly encouraged before applying.

Prior to submitting your application, prepare your submission using the Audubon in
Action Grant Application Prep Worksheet. This will make it simple to copy and paste
your responses into your final application form.

Click here for the Audubon in Action Grant Application.

Collaborative Grants
Collaborative Funding Grants are smaller grants, $1,000 grants available to certified
Audubon chapters to support new or continuing conservation and outreach projects.

https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/s/q8l0gq5vlmee9zguud4pb6dysf9z4taq/folder/206202079723
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https://www.audubon.org/about/edi/conservation-principles
https://www.audubon.org/about/edi/conservation-principles
https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/file/662111331134?s=1zlsancake7jvzk2q03fogm1o8lu7i4y
https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/file/662111331134?s=1zlsancake7jvzk2q03fogm1o8lu7i4y
https://nationalaudubon.box.com/s/g04gf4dxs73rmkyxaq4rvy50nv2fj8r9
https://nationalaudubon.box.com/s/g04gf4dxs73rmkyxaq4rvy50nv2fj8r9
https://form.asana.com/?k=c7i32-91Atgg2L_m1tOSKw&d=12789545499361


Please be aware that the process is competitive, and funds may not be available to
cover all projects.

Prior to submitting your application, prepare your submission using the Collaborative
Grant Application Prep Worksheet. This will make it simple to copy and paste your
responses into your final application form.

Click here for the Collaborative Grant Application.

Grants for Nevada Chapters
Two dedicated funds exist to support conservation work in Nevada:

 All Nevada chapters that apply for a 2026 Audubon in Action Grant will be
considered for funding via the Silver State Wings Conservation Fund and the
George Whittell Nevada Environmental Fund.

 Projects eligible for Whittell funding must contribute tangibly to advancing
Audubon’s mission and work in Nevada and should align with chapter and
Audubon priorities identified in Flight Plan. As such, each project or program
nominated for funding should demonstrate progress towards one of the five 2028
Conservation Milestones and align with the educational, scientific, and
conservation purposes of Audubon:

a. Habitat Conservation: A connected network of climate resilient lands
and waters across the Americas.

b. Climate Action: (a) Swift and responsible deployment of renewable
energy and; (b) Natural climate solutions as a win-win for birds and
climate.

c. Policy: Government action and funding for birds and the planet.
d. Community Building: Bird lovers working together to advance our

shared vision.

 Projects or programs that support Audubon conservation strategies as described
in the Audubon Strategic Plan, Flight Plan 2023-2028 and that result in positive,
measurable outcomes will be prioritized.

 Programs considered part of the normal operation of an Audubon chapter, such
as newsletter preparation, are not eligible for funding.

What is different this grant cycle?
Collaborative grants will be open to campus chapters and community chapters. These
grants are $1,000 each and usually focus on the Community Building milestone of Flight
Plan.

Following two grant cycles in 2024/2025 (Spring and Fall), the overall amount of grant
funds disbursed will be moderately smaller in 2026. A similar number of grant projects
will be funded.

The overall goal of advancing Flight Plan milestones remains. The 2026 grant
application is inclusive of a list of specific priorities for each Flight Plan Milestone. In
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addition, Audubon staff leaders of each Milestone will assess the impact of each grant
proposal during the review process. For the Community Building Milestone specifically,
Audubon will not fund projects that fail to articulate a clear plan for engaging people and
deepening their engagement over the long term.

What Makes for a Competitive Proposal?
Strong applications include clear links to Audubon’s strategic plan, Flight Plan, contain
specific goals and outcomes, and matching funds. Collaborative Funding Grants are
also designed to foster partnerships and outreach, so we encourage applications that
name more than one partner. Previous successful collaborative funding projects by
Audubon chapters have included native plants projects, climate change workshops,
advocacy campaigns, habitat restoration work, and outreach efforts in a wide variety of
communities. All grantees must complete a project report at the end of the grant period.

Timing
2026 Audubon in Action Grant Cycle

 Grant applications open Friday, October 10, 2025
 Grant applications close Sunday, November 23, 2025
 Award notifications shared via email to all applicants by Friday, January 9, 2026
 Announcement of all grant awards on audubon.org and in Weekly Chapter

Update Friday, January 16, 2026
 All grant funds disbursed to chapters by Friday, January 30, 2026

Support
For help as you develop your grant submission and generate project ideas, please
contact your state or territory’s Chapter Relationship Manager or regional engagement
manager. Connecting with your local Chapter Relationship Manager is strongly
suggested. A directory of contacts for each state can be found at this link: Click Here

Office Hours
Join us to walk through grant proposal ideas with Audubon staff and receive feedback
on your initial proposal. Please come prepared, having spent time with the Grant
Application Prep Worksheet, linked above.

Register for Office Hours here!

Wednesday, October 22 - 11:00AM – 12:00PM
Monday, October 27 - 2:30PM – 3:30PM
Wednesday, October 29 - 3:00PM – 4:00PM
Monday, November 3 - 3:30PM – 4:30PM
Thursday, November 6 - 4:00PM – 5:00PM
Thursday, November 13 - 1:00PM – 2:00PM
Monday, November 17 - 3:30PM – 4:30PM
Monday, November 17 – 6:00PM – 7:00PM

https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/s/q8l0gq5vlmee9zguud4pb6dysf9z4taq/folder/206202079723
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Tuesday, November 18 - 5:00PM – 6:00PM
Thursday, November 20 - 4:00PM – 5:00PM

FAQs
My chapter received funding in the Spring and/or Fall 2024/2025 grant cycle(s).
Does that mean we will not be awarded funds if we apply again in the 2026 grant
cycle?
Not necessarily. Chapters that received funds in the spring and/or fall 2024 grant
cycle(s) will need to demonstrate solid initial results and specific need for additional
funding.

Can partners apply for these grants?
These grants are designated for Audubon’s 400+ affiliated community chapters and
100+ established campus chapters. Partners cannot apply directly. However, strong
partnerships are essential for achieving the goals of Flight Plan, and we encourage
chapters to include pass-through grants to their partners in their project budgets.

How will grant decisions be made?
The review and selection process includes these steps:

 Each grant application will be reviewed by two Audubon conservation staff
members who will give numeric scores and also make a funding
recommendation (full, partial, or no funding).

 The appropriate Flight Plan Milestone leaders will assess the potential impact of
each project.

 The Chapter Relationship Manager for the state or territory where the chapter is
situated will provide context about how the project connects with the Audubon
state/regional office’s priorities and programming, as well as other factors
relevant to the likelihood of project success.

 Leaders of Audubon’s Chapters Conservation Action team will take all of this
information into consideration in making final decisions on which projects will be
funded.

What are the top reasons that grant applications were not funded during the most
recent cycle?
Competition was strong this past cycle, with 64 applications requesting a total of more
than $752,665, outpacing our available funds by $352,665. Audubon prioritized funding
projects that included a diverse cohort of community partners and authentic partner
engagement (e.g. community designs of programming for that community), advocacy,
and a clear plan on how to build coalitions and increase engagement with each
chapter’s local community members. Many grant proposals focus on the Community
Building Milestone – growing and engaging our flock of bird lovers and conservationists;
the most common reason that these proposals do not receive funding is because they
lack a clear plan for engaging people and deepening their engagement over the long
term.

https://nationalaudubon.app.box.com/s/q8l0gq5vlmee9zguud4pb6dysf9z4taq/folder/206202079723
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I want to talk with someone about my chapter’s project idea. How does that work?
First, find your Chapter Relationship Manager or State Engagement Staff and reach out
here. Office Hours are also a great way to walk through ideas with Audubon staff and
receive feedback on your initial proposal. The Office Hours schedule is above in the
Support section.

What are some examples of projects that are a great fit for these grant programs?
Check out the Fall 2024 funded projects here!

Additionally, candidates with competitive applications for an Audubon in Action grant will
address one or more of the following Flight Plan milestones:

Policy – Healthy Birds, Healthy Planet Agenda – Please consider applying for a grant
if your project meets at least one of these criteria:

1. Project will drive forward local Proclamations, Resolutions, or Ordinances with
city and county decision makers.

2. Use funding to send a delegation to an Audubon state advocacy day.
3. Plan to launch petitions using the digital tool Mobilize – Audubon staff will support

the use of this tool upon request.
4. Your chapter would be able to send a chapter delegation to online policy

trainings in Audubon’s diplomatic approach.
5. Your chapter would be able to send a representative to upcoming monthly

advocacy calls.

Habitat Conservation – Please consider applying for a grant if your project meets at
least one of these criteria:

1. Advance actionable science, such as stewardship of nests, monitoring and
tracking of seabirds to influence offshore wind siting and the potential location of
new Marine Protected Areas.

2. Conduct habitat and species interventions, such as any restoration or
management of habitat. The conditions of the habitat improve for birds because
of work through this grant.

3. Influence conservation policy, funding, and action.
4. Expand and strengthen conserved areas.
5. Projects that fall in one of the outlined priority areas on this map will be given

special consideration. However, we will we take into consideration many factors
in deciding which projects to fund including whether or not a project is in these
areas. Chapters from across the United States are encouraged to apply if their
proposals meet other criteria above.

Community Building – Please consider applying for a grant if your project meets ALL
of the following criteria:

https://nationalaudubon.box.com/s/1zlsancake7jvzk2q03fogm1o8lu7i4y
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 Features an intentional “ladder of engagement” approach, offering participants
sequential opportunities to continue and deepen their engagement with your
chapter. In brief, the steps on the ladder are to join your chapter, to commit time
and/or financial resources, to commit to outcomes, and ultimately to commit to
recruiting and developing new leaders – ensuring lasting engagement and the
lasting, positive impact of your chapter. For example:

o Festival attendees who visit your chapter’s table are invited to register for
a beginning birding outing; bird outing attendees are invited to attend a
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) training webinar; webinar attendees count
birds during the CBC; CBC participants are invited to help organize CBC
volunteers.

 Advances equitable partnerships in alignment with the Equity, Diversity, Inclusion,
and Belonging Conservation Principles. Particularly, chapters should
demonstrate that their project will enable their organization to engage partners
with Respect, Humility, and an understanding of Shared Purpose and
Collaboration. For example, sometimes our highest and best role may be to
minimize our leadership role and focus on collaboration and allyship with other
organizations, particularly those from impacted communities.

 Includes at least one and preferably multiple pathways inviting participants to
learn about and become part of the broader Audubon community of people
taking action for birds, for example:

o Encouragement to download and use the free Audubon Bird Guide app or
learn about Plants for Birds and nurseries via the Audubon native plants
database.

o Volunteer training, as part of your project, provided via webinars organized
by Audubon staff.

o Event registration via Mobilize, an event/volunteer management program
provided to chapters by Audubon at no cost to chapters. Note: Chapter
events using Mobilize for registration now appear at audubon.org/events!

o Advocacy action-taking either via the Mobilize petition tool (Audubon staff
will support grantees on request) or via Audubon action alerts (always
available at audubon.org/takeaction). Chapters are encouraged to utilize a
chapter-specific link when sharing action alerts, so we can track
engagement numbers and see how many actions your chapter generated.
Please reach out to Audubon staff for questions on chapter-specific links.

o Participation in events organized by Audubon Conservation Action
Centers and Audubon Sanctuaries, Audubon state and regional offices,
and regional chapter gatherings

 Advances one or more of these Flight Plan initiatives:
o Next Generation: Through youth (K–12) programs, campus chapters, and

career development pathways, advance our Flight Plan goals and cultivate
future conservationists and leaders, intentionally connecting engagement
opportunities at each stage.

https://www.audubon.org/about/edi/conservation-principles
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o Centers and Sanctuaries: Place-based hubs for community engagement,
conservation action, habitat restoration, policy engagement, and
hemispheric connection.

o Community Chapters: Local chapters serve as organizing engines that
build momentum for climate, habitat, and policy change. Cultivate and
connect Audubon members and supporters hemispherically.

o Community Science: Programming that engages and empowers
individuals to contribute meaningful data and insights to support
conservation and policy change.

Climate - Please consider applying for a grant if your project meets at least one of
these criteria:

 In partnership with Audubon staff, advance local renewable energy or
transmission development, ensuring that projects are planned with birds and
people in mind.

 Utilizing Audubon trainings, galvanize members to attend and participate in local
meetings with decisionmakers and developers, showing support for proposed
clean energy and transmission when projects are responsibly sited and operated.

 Utilizing Audubon materials and resources, educate the public about clean
energy and transmission, communicating to members and local communities that
transitioning to clean energy will help protect bird species threatened by climate
change, and that careful planning informed by science can address potential
impacts.


